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scriptures of the Old Testament, of which those
of the New are the flowering and the fruitage,
he held to be revealed truth, recognizing all its
facts to be true facts just as they are recorded ;
the written moral law to be the divine standard
of right and wrong ; and the doctrines contained
in them as the true principles of sound religious
belief, needing only the expositions and illustra-
tions of the Messiah, who came not to destroy " the
law and the prophets, but to fulfil them." His
religion, therefore, has been in the world from
the beginning, divided into two dispensations, the
ante-Messianic and the post-Messianic, but essen-
tially the same; original in its plan, doctrine, and
adaptation, and in all these particulars wonder-
fully comprehensive.

(i.) It is original in its plan. Go among all the
nations that have been and are now upon earth,
where can you find any thing like it ? Observe
the nature and tendency of their beliefs and wor-
ship. Their respective religions are based upon
opinions designed to control distinctive commu-
nities ; hence they are local in their influences,
united with secular government for political pur-
poses, and for nothing else. But the Christian
religion is planned for the whole human race, and
is meant to be general, emancipating men from
the grasp of spiritual despotism, and at the same
time making them more efficient for political
duties, by the infusion of principles which bind
the human conscience to the law of God and
set it free from guilt by faith in a Saviour who
"died, the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us to God/'